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AMENDMENTS TO THE CI-AIMS 

1 . (CURREKTLY AMENDED) A fastener for uae — in cotnbination with a 
bathtub provided for an air massage system, e yg^effls — used 

with — a ^said b athtub fa ct - ving — comprisir .g a shell defining a 

bathing cavity and h aving at least two juxtaposed layers 
defining opposed visible and hidden surfaces of said shelly 
a plurality of holes beincr defined through said shell such 
that pressurised air del'ivered by said air massage system is_ 
conveyed through said holes from said hidden surface to said 
visible surface and into said cavity, said fastener being 
provided for each of said holes and7 — a t Icaat ono - - h ojr e- being 
defined through tha shell, comprising a hollow body adapted 
^fee— extending through said hole and securing means provided 
for anchoring said fastener in -felws — said hole and for 
retaining together the said layers of ^stee — said shell. 

2 - (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The faatcncr — combination as defined in 
claim 1, wherein said securing me€.ns comprise enlarged 
distal and proximal elements provided at opposed ends of 
said hollow body and adapted to be disposed against inner 
visible and outer hidden surfaces of ^lae — said shell . 

3 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The f QStcncr — combination ^a s defined in 

claim 2 , wherein said proximal element includes a decorative 
bead at least partly overlying the s aid v isible surface of 
the said shell - 

4 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The f aoton e^ — combination as defined in 
claim 2r wherein said hollow body comprises a tubular member 
and said proximal element includes a head provided at a 
proximal end of said tubular member, said distal element 
comprising a deformable element ad5.pted to fee — dioplaood 
displace from an insertion position to an anchoring 
position, wherein during installation said deformable 
element in said insertion position ia inserted through ^ferlie 
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said h ole and, with said tubular member extending in fetee 
Baid_hole, is then defoi^ed to gaid anchoring position, 
thereby when said deformable element is in said anchoring 
position, said head at least partly overlies ^feiie — said 
visible surface of tho -said shell. 

5 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The ^ ■ stcncr — oombination as defined in 
claim 4, wherein in said anchoring position, said deformed 
element has transverse dimensions greeiter than those of the 
said hole and is located against - fe - hc said hidden surface of 
the said shell, whereby said tubular irember is securely held 
in position in t^ie — said h ole by siiid head and by said 
deformed element provided at opposed ends of said tubular 
member with — said ' layers of ^fee — gaid shell being 

imprisoned between said head and said deformed element. 

6 - (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The f □.□tcnor — combination as defined in 
claim 4, wherein said head is provided with a decorative 
surface at least on a visible portion thereof, said visible 
portion being opposite a hidden portion of said head adapted 
to contact part of tfee — said v isible surface of fefee — said 
shell . 

7 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The f aot - e -aea? — combination as defined in 
claim 6, wherein said visible portion of said head is 
generally roundedj_ «e — &b — fee — avoid — f orming — arsay — ahairp — edge 
whr.n inat ailed in the thereby substantially smoothly merging 
with said visible surface of said b athtub • 

8- (WrTHDRAWN) The fastener as defined in claim 4, wherein 
said tubular member has at least one longitudinal slot 
extending through said deformable element, so as to allow 
the displacement of the deformable element between the 
insertion position and the anchoring position. 
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'9 . (WTTHDRAWN) A fastener in combination with a bathtub 
provided with an air massage system, said bathtirb comprising 
a shell defining a bathing cavity and having at leasf two 
juxtaposed layers defining opposed visible and hidden 
surfaces of said shell, a plurality of holes being defined 
through said shell such that pressurised air delivered by 
said air massage system is conveyed through said holes from 
said hidden surface to said visible surface and into said 
cavity, said fastener being provided for each of said holes 
and comprising a hollow body extending through said hole and 
securing means provided for anchoring said fastener in said 
hole and for retaining together said layers of said shell • 

10. (WITHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claitn 9, wherein 
said securing means comprise enlarged distal and proximal 
elements provided at opposed ends of said hollow body and 
adapted to be disposed against innsr visible and outer 
hidden surfaces of said shell* 

11. (WITHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 10, 
wherein said proximal element includ©i5 a decorative head at 
least partly overlying said visible surface of said shell. 

12. (WfTHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 10, 
wherein said hollow body comprises a tubular member and said 
proximal element includes a head provided at a proximal end 
of said tubular member, said distal element comprising a 
deformaible element adapted to displace from an insertion 
position to an anchoring position, wherein during 
installation said deformable elemer.t in said insertion 
position is inserted through said hole and, with said 
tubular member extending in said hole/ is then deformed to 
said anchoring position, whereby when said deformable 
element is in said anchoring position, said head at least 
partly overlies said visible surface of said shell- 
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13- (WITHDRAWN) The coTYibination as defined in claim 12, 
wherein in said anchoring position, said deformed element 
has transverse dimensions greater than those of said hole 
and is located against said hidden surface of said shell, 
whereby said tubular member is securely held in position in 
said hole by said head and by said deformed element provided 
at opposed ends of said tubular membeir with said layers of 
said shell being imprisoned between said head and said 

deformed element. j 

I 

14. (wrrHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 12, 
wherein said head is provided with a decorative surface at 
least on a visible poirtion thereof, said visible portion 
being opposite a hidden portion of said head adapted to 
contact part of said visible surface of said shell, 

15 . (WTTHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 14, 
wherein said visible portion of said head is generally 
rounded thereby substantially smoothly merging with said 
visible surface of said 'bathtub . 

16. (WITHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 10, 
further including a tool for installing said fastener to 
said shell, said tool i]ncluding an elongated member adapted 
to extend into said fastener for inserting said fastener in 
said hole. 

17- (WITHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 16, 
wherein said tool also includes an enl-arged portion slidable 
through said hole and- adapted when pulled out of said 
fastener located in the ' hole to cause said distal element of 
said fastener to enlarge radially to transverse dimensions 
that are greater than those of said hole. 

18. (WITHDRAWN) The combination as defined in claim 17, 
wherein said enlarged portion of said tool is also adapted 


PA6E7/9'RCVDAT11/24/20058:S7:14 AM [Eastern Stan(lardm^^ 


11/24/05 09:00 FAX 514 286 5474 


OGILVY RENAULT 


@008 


-6. 

ComiTiissioner for Patents 

to radially expand said tubular member of said fastener 
within said hole. 

19. -24 . (CANCELED) 

25 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The ■g-afa' tcncr — CQmbination as defined in 
claim 1, wherein a periphery of the hollow body cooperates 
with a periphery of %fee — at — leant — eare — an associated one of 
such h oles such that the hollow body is captive in the at- 
Icaot one h ole . 
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